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From the Captain

Thanks for your support in the recent Captains elections. I will do my best to
live up to the support and dedication that you deserve from your Captain. As I
Communication Officer
said at the quarterly meeting I am planning a meeting with your Troop
leadership in January to discuss the foundation of how we are going to do
Safety Officer
things as we move forward. I am all about being open with everything we do
Coming Events
or plan for the upcoming year. As they beat into us in the military, flexibility is
the key to being able to adapt and change in relation to our environment. We
Around The State
have those that came before us to thank for laying the foundation that we will
continue to build on as we move forward with the Georgia Mechanized
Cavalry. We must continue to adapt to our growth in membership, improved
communication, our political environment and the many other things that
impact our success as the Mechanized Cavalry. It will take all of us pulling
together to continue to grow bringing in new blood for us to survive. Since I
have been part of the Mechanized Cavalry there have been many simple
questions that go unanswered or not address properly about how we do things.
I am going to work with your Troop leadership in addressing as many of the
question or concerns as possible to get the information back out to you. From what I’ve seen, most of the
time it is the simple things that drive the uncertainty and dissatisfaction with our organization, leadership
and even the Troop that we belong. Not all of the answers will come from me alone; they will come from a
consensus with your Troop leadership and you. I don’t believe one person has all the answers but I do
believe as your Captain I should push for the best solution I can to resolve issues. We don’t need more rules,
we have enough and I don’t like the politics that goes along with excessive control that too many rules bring.
We just need to know what to expect as we move forward. We also have to remember we all are balancing
our desire to work and belong to the Mechanized Cavalry with our family commitments, our jobs and the
many other demands placed on us in everyday life. We can’t attend or do everything we want and that’s
where the planning comes in with the activity schedule. Pick a few things each year that works within your
budget, family commitments and time to support. Those few things you select to support, support them with
all your heart and offer to be a part of the process in making those things happen. I believe you will get more
satisfaction and personnel rewards out of that approach than over extending yourself with too many things.
It wouldn’t hurt to let your Troop Lt. know what those things are so he can plan support for events more
effectively. That way we all get something back from the time we commit. If you want to help with and
event or be a contributing part of something let me or your Troop Lt. know and we will be glad to accept
your support in making things happen. We all have different talents and bring different abilities to the table
in support of the great things we do in honoring our ancestral heritage. As Forest would have us do, in 2015
we are going to take the charge to them in all we do. I am looking forward to serving and working with all of
you as your Captain.
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and has a prosperous new year in 2015.
From The Captain
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Captain Trigger

Compatriots,
2014 has been a great year and we have had many accomplishments. Our communication efforts across the
state have greatly improved. I would like to thank everyone that has committed to supporting these efforts.
Your devotion to our cause will help us flourish in the coming year. 2015 will culminate our
Sesquicentennial celebration. Please make sure to send in any event information you may have, including
events that will be held in our neighboring States. Our “Band of Brothers” covers the entire Confederation
and we should show support when and where possible. As I have said many times before, communication is
the key to being a successful organization. Make 2015 an awesome year by communicating with your
friends, neighbors, and strangers. Support our Cause and the Cause of our Grandfathers. Let them know
what the SCV is all about and invite them to a meeting. I challenge everyone to recruit at least one new
member for 2015. Recruiting materials are always available on the SCV.org Website.
If you have any photos, articles, advertisements, etc., you would like to see on either the Georgia or National
Mechanized Cavalry websites please send them in and I will get them posted. For those of you that are new
to the Mechanized Cavalry and have not yet signed up for the Georgia website, please let me know by email
(sejhj1998@hotmail.com), and I will get you logged in. May we all be blessed in the coming year.
Have a Great Dixie Day!
Capt. Bo
News Flash
Some of you may have seen this come in on the Yahoo Group, if not the message is below. Please keep
Tony in your prayers.
I just wanted to let everyone know that Tony Stone from Georgia
Is in the hospital in Dalton Ga. And is in really bad shape. His kidneys
And liver has shut down and his heart is only working at 10 percent and the
Dr. Said his heart is too weak for dialysis so all they are doing now is keeping him
Comfortable. Please keep him and his wife Renee and family in your prayers.
He did wake up last night for about an hour and was talking and coherent but since
then has just been in and out because of pain meds. It's not good. Prayers needed.
Thank you
Sincerely
Danielle Hutcheson wife of Jimmy "CUZ" Hutcheson of Ga.
He is in room 3115 at Hamilton Medical Hospital in Dalton Ga.
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From the Saftey Officer
I’ve had some feedback from a few of the troops about ‘safety’ issues that may need to be addressed. We,
collectively, may have become just a little too comfortable with our ‘group riding’ expertise. There’ve been
rumors of troopers being left behind, failed connections, uncoordinated map reading/directions, etc. Nothing
all that life threatening, but annoying to some just the same.
I don’t see anything wrong with a short standard pre-ride safety briefing, maybe a recap of the ride and
destination by the ride leader (of whatever rank, usually the guy that knows how to get there), especially if
we pick up riders along the way, and a brief prayer. It almost seems like there’s some big hurry to leave out.
In case we’ve let the fact slip our consciousness, we live down South… wherever we’re going, will still be
there whenever we get to it. Let’s keep giving a hat tip to useful traditions.
What do y’all think? Killer

"Never stand and take a charge,... charge them too."
Nathan Bedford Forrest
Coming Events
January

Robert E. Lee was born on January 19, 1807 at Stratford, Westmoreland County, Virginia and Stonewall
Jackson was born on January 21, 1824 in Clarksburg, Virginia.
General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson is considered by Military historians as one of the most gifted
tactical commanders in United States military history. He was General Robert E. Lee’s right hand during
many battles. General Jackson earned his nickname “Stonewall” at the First Battle of Manassas in July 1861
when he rushed his troops forward to close a gap in the line against a Union attack. Upon observing Jackson,
one of his fellow generals reportedly said, “Look, men, there is Jackson standing like a stone wall!”-Jackson
was commissioned a major general in October 1861.
Robert E. Lee, a man whose military tactics have been studied worldwide, was an
American soldier, Educator, Christian gentlemen, husband and father. Lee said quote,
'All the South has ever desired was that the Union, as established by our forefathers,
should be preserved, and that the government, as originally organized, should be
administered in purity and truth.' Robert E. Lee died of a heart attack at 9:30 on the
morning of October 12, 1870, at Washington-Lee College and is buried at Lee Chapel.
At his death on May 10th 1863 Jackson’s body was moved and laid in state at the Governor’s Mansion in
Richmond for the public view, and he was then moved to be buried at the Stonewall Jackson Memorial
Cemetery, Lexington, Virginia. Gen. Stonewall Jackson’s last words were: “Let us cross over the river, and
rest under the shade of the trees.”
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On Saturday January 17th 2015 the Georgia Sons of Confederate Veterans will remember the legacy of these
great men and celebrate their birthday in Milledgeville Georgia at the Old State Capital building. Georgia’s
Secession Convention in early 1861 was held in the capital building, a vote for secession carried on January
19, 1861. Milledgeville severed as the State capital from
December 12, 1804 to 1868, during reconstruction it was moved
to Atlanta.
A march is planned to begin at the Old Governor’s mansion at
120 S Clark St. with a line up beginning around 10:00 on the road
along the side of the mansion. Years past the march has been escorted by
police and should be the same this year. The march is only a few blocks up to
the Old Capital where a ceremony will be held in the very room the succession
vote was signed. The march begins at 10:30 and the program at the Old State
Capital begins at 11:00.
Hope to see you there if possible, over the last few years attendance has been
dropping off and there has been talk of canceling the march and maybe even the event. We can’t let this happen and need to
support if possible.

Lee-Jackson Banquets
Part of the annual Lee Jackson birthday celebrations are the Lee-Jackson banquets to honor our hero’s.
These banquets for the most part sponsored by one of your local SVC Camps. Check your local area and
support one of these banquets, you will be glad you did.

December 25, 1864
Not a Merry Christmas in Georgia
Most Georgians had little to celebrate on this Christmas Day in the wake of the March to the Sea. Many had
homes, businesses, crops, or livestock destroyed along the march; those fortunate enough not to be in its path
still suffered hardships from lack of food, supplies, and communication. Plus it was becoming more and
more clear that the South could not win the war, casting an even gloomier feel over the holiday. Meanwhile,
Union General William T. Sherman - architect of the March to the Sea - and his army spend a comfortable
Christmas in Savannah, where they would rest, re-supply themselves, and prepare to carry their form of
warfare into South Carolina.
Two days later, the Confederate Union of Milledgeville expressed Georgia’s Christmas sentiments for this
year in an editorial as seen below.
A Covington woman wrote in her diary of the disappointment in her home on Christmas morning.
Sadai jumped out of bed very early this morning to feel in her stocking. She could not believe but
that there would be something in it. Finding nothing, she crept back into bed, pulled the cover over
her face, and I soon heard her sobbing. The little negroes all came in: “Christmas gift, mist’ess!
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Christmas gift, mist’ess!” I pulled the cover over my face and was soon mingling my tears with
Sadai’s.
Source: A Woman’s Wartime Journal: an Account of the Passage over a Georgia Plantation of
Sherman’s Army on the March to the Sea, as recorded in the Diary of Dolly Sumner Lunt (Mrs.
Thomas Burge)

Around The State
If you or your Troop is involved in anything you would like in the newsletter please send it to me. I will be
glad to include in the next edition.
Troop 3
On December 12th, Troop 3 attended the annual event at Historic Richland Baptist Church in Jeffersonville.
The Richland Restoration League hosts their most popular event, Keeping Christmas at Richland Church,
Friday and Saturday evening, Dec. 12 and 13 Experience a historic traditional Christmas event with music,
readings and commentary covering the years 1860-1865. Civil War re-enactments, such as a Confederate
encampment with a skirmish with Yankee troops, are some of the many programs held during the event.
Troop 3 makes this an annual event and getogether to meet up with SCV, re-inactorsand other Southern
Brothers that support this event. Afterwards refreshments are served and a small social gathering is held.
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Troop 4
On December 20th, Lt Ballard and Troop 4 participated in the annual Outback charity ride supporting the
Salvation Army in providing Christmas gifts for the less fortunate. Lt Dan and myself joined in the ride and
was surprised at the size of this event and the out pouring of the Christmas spirit. There was well over 1000
bikes, actual count not in yet, each bike with 1 or 2 gifts. That was a lot of gifts for the kids that would
otherwise have gone without if it wasn’t for the giving sprit of those participating in the ride. The event ride
was about 20 miles to the area where gifts were collected by the Salvation Army staff. I was well organized
with many drawings and multiple cash drawings. We weren’t lucky enough to win anything but we were all
blessed just being able to support this event. It is on our calendar for next year and hopefully the weather
will be better and not rain.
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